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Rise up against racism 
festival contre le racisme 2019 in Heidelberg 
 
 
This year’s festival contre le racisme takes place from June 12 to July 15, 2019. As in previous 
years, it challenges you to reflect the rise of racism in our society.  
 
This year’s focus will be on Islamophobia and racism against Muslim people in Germany 
and worldwide. We want to spread awareness and give a voice to the people affected – through 
talks, discussions, workshops and film screenings. At the same time, we want to celebrate 
Muslim life in Germany with songs, poetry, food and dance. We will kick-off with a multi-cultural 
potluck on the Neckarwiese. 
 
A stranger in one’s own country 
 
When Turkish immigrant workers came to Germany in the 60s and 70s, they did not only bring 
their hope for a better future, but also their faith. Today, the German Muslim community is 
multifaceted. The way members live and practice their faith is very diverse. For many Germans 
going to the mosque and fasting during the month of Ramadan is part of their everyday lives. 
According to the Federal Office of Migration and Refugees, as of 2015, approximately 4.5 
million Muslims lived in Germany. 
 
In a speech on German Unity Day, then president Christian Wulff declared that Islam, along 
with Judaism and Christianity, belongs to Germany. The public debate that followed showed 
that not everyone agrees. For many people being German seems to equal being white and 
Christian. 
 
This is illustrated by the way the media reports on violence against people of colour and the 
Jewish community. After the violent attacks in Chemnitz last year, the media spoke of 
‘xenophobia’ and ‘attacks on foreigners’. 
 
It seems like people are afraid to name the problem for what it is: racism. Because for the 
racists in Chemnitz it didn’t matter whether the people they attacked had been raised in 
Germany, whether they considered Germany their home, or whether they were German 
nationals. The only thing that mattered was that they didn’t look white. The Nazis’ racial 
ideology still lives in the minds of many, and is being passed on.  
 
But not only neo-Nazis and the far right seem to be concerned with people’s descendance. 
Under the hashtags #metwo and #vonhier, people reported how they were met with disbelieve 
whenever they replied to constant questioning of their heritage by saying “I’m from here.” Being 
told “Your German is very good!” at the supermarket till is part of the daily life of many. What 
the utterance implies: You do not belong here. 
 
When on the job hunt, people with ‘foreign’ names are still discriminated against. At the airport, 
at train stations or at Bismarckplatz, people of colour are frisked more often without reasonable 
suspicion. 
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Under suspicion 
 
The practice of racial profiling shows how deeply rooted prejudices against Muslims are. Islam 
is equated with Islamist terror. The wrongdoings of the few are held against the peaceful 
worldwide Muslim community. And non-Muslim people of colour as well, since many have a 
hard time separating one from another. 
 
Even under the guise of social progress, anti-Muslim stereotypes are reproduced. There are 
white feminists who believe they need to liberate Muslim women from the hijab – even if they 
chose to wear it. The German burqa debate e.g. indicated the amount of misinformation and 
ignorance regarding the topic. The garment criticised was often not a burqa, but a niqab. 
 
In 2016, the AfD party tried to win gay voters for themselves by portraying all Muslims as 
homophobes. When refugees say misogynist or antisemitic things, it is often attributed to their 
lack of ‘Western values’. People pretend that sexism and antisemitism are things of the past 
and not problems that are still prevalent in the German society as a whole. 
 
The festival contre le racisme in Heidelberg 
 
Scapegoating, however, means handing over the responsibility to someone else. In Germany, 
many people are not aware that racism is a structural problem. Not only bad people are racist 
– all of us are at times, unaware or on purpose. 
 
Therefore the best way of taking action is to start with oneself. During the festival contre le 
racisme, we want to provide information and give people affected a space to talk about their 
experiences. The festival is supposed to contribute to an open society in which we can all live 
on equal terms. 
 
The festival contre le racisme Heidelberg is part of a state-wide campaign, led by student 
unions. More information can be found here: www.contre-le-racisme.de. The Heidelberg 
festival is organised by student volunteers from different activist groups. 
 
A detailed program follows.  
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